General chemical experimental procedures
Solvents used for chromatographic procedures were redistilled. Sephadex LH-20 employed for gel permeation and partition chromatography was obtained from Pharmacia Fine Chemicals AB. The silica gel GHLF Uniplates for thin-layer chromatography were supplied by Analtech, Inc. The TLC results were viewed under UV light and developed with ceric sulfatesulfuric acid (heating for 3 min). Analytical HPLC was conducted using a HewlettPackard model 1100 HPLC coupled with a diode-array detector and an evaporative lightscattering detector. Reversed-phase HPLC was performed on a ZORBAX SB C 18 column (4.6  250 mm) attached to a Waters 600E instrument with a 2487 dual- absorbance detector. UV spectra were acquired using a Perkin-Elmer Lambda 3 UV/Vis spectrophotometer equipped with a Hewlett-Packard laser-jet 2000 plotter. Mass spectra were obtained using a JEOL LCmate magnetic sector instrument by APCI in positive-ion mode with a polyethylene glycol reference. The NMR experiments were conducted using a Varian Unity INOVA-500 spectrometer operating at 500 MHz for 1 H-NMR, as well as 2D NMR referenced to tetramethylsilane, and a Varian Unity 400 spectrometer operating at 100 MHz for 13 C-NMR referenced to tetramethylsilane. 
